Parnell, it may be well to indicate the salient points concerned in the fatal issue of the malady to which Mr. Parnell has so speedily succumbed. The subject of rheumatic fever accompanied with hyperpyrexia (above 106? F.) received striking elucidation in the classical work thereon by the late Dr. Wilson Fox. Cases of this kind, which are not uncommon, rapidly terminate fatally (unless the fever can be reduced) in consequence of failure of the heart's action, delirium, and coma. It would seem from the experience of some observers that should the rheumatic fever follow circumstances involving great nervous strain, this complication is more likely to ensue. Death in these cases is not necessarily the result of pericarditis or endocarditis, but seems to be rather due to some special action of the nerve centres regulating the production of heat.?
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